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Skourup Family Papers 
Collection Number       MS 153 
Title        The Skourup Family Papers 
Name and Location of Repository  Pittsburg State University, Special 
Collections & University Archives, 
Pittsburg, Kansas 
Dates       1915 – 1985  
Collection Size       1 linear foot 
Creator      Elnora Skourup donated the bulk of this 
collection to Special Collections on January 22, 1975, with additional materials collected by the 
Special Collections staff after her death. 
Scope and Content       Family papers of the Skourup family, who 
lived near Pittsburg, Kansas since the 1860s. This collection focuses on the eldest daughter, 
Elnora, and contains correspondence, scrap and memory books, World War I items, publications, 
programs, photographs, clippings, and miscellaneous items. The collection gives an overview of 
local high school and college life during the World War I years, and the mid-1920s in Southeast 
Kansas. The collection does not contain much information about the Skourup family.  
Access Restrictions      This collection is open for access 
Languages       English 
Biographical Note     The Skourup family of five family members 
lived in Southeast Kansas. The patriarch, Nis Hansen Skourup, was born in Denmark in 1868 
and died July 26, 1962. He immigrated to the United States and settled in Southeast Kansas, 
where he met and later married Anna Greischar, who was born in 1875 and died July 2, 1957. 
They had three children, Elnora, Mildred, and Nis Harold. Elnora was born on February 19, 1898 
and died on December 14, 1988. She graduated from Kansas State Manual Training Normal 
School (now Pittsburg State University) in 1919 and taught at Oswego high school for a period 
of time. Mildred was born around 1908 and died on August 17, 1991 in Joplin, Missouri. Harold 
was born in 1916 and died in California in 1999.  
 Series       This collection is divided into nine series: 
Correspondence, Personal Papers, World War I, Magazines, Publications, Programs, 
Photographs, Clippings, and Miscellaneous. 
The Correspondence series consists of a letter written to Anna, most likely by Elnora, a few 
postcards, and letters about a few different reunions for the graduates of 1919. Many of the 
reunion letters were written by James Ralph Wells, who was the president of the 1919 class. This 
series is arranged chronologically. 




The Personal Papers series contains financial ledgers and scrapbooks from the Skourup 
families. Nis Hansen kept the financial ledger books for the family. The scrapbooks are all by 
Elnora, except for one, which Mildred created, and contain programs, clippings, messages, 
photographs, and other materials that reflect high school and college life during the World War I 
years. There are also some items from Elnora’s class reunion in 1974. This series is arranged 
chronologically.  
The World War I series includes a list of students and teachers from S.M.T.N. who were 
enlisted in the armed forces; an application for the draft; a book of military songs; many different 
advertisements and propaganda pieces; and a banner encouraging men to sign up for the draft.  
The Magazines series contains fragments of articles from 1916 to 1918, dealing with the war.  
The Publications series includes yearbooks, publications from S.M.T.N., and tourist books. 
These materials mainly relate to student life during the late 1910s to the mid-1920s, and is 
arranged chronologically. 
The Programs series consists of music programs and programs for different Alumni reunions. 
This series is arranged chronologically. 
The Photographs series contains photographs of mostly unidentified high school students. This 
series is arranged chronologically. 
The Clippings series consists of articles mainly from 1917-1919. These articles are about World 
War I and some of the S.M.T.N. students who were soldiers. The other articles are of people that 
either Elnora or Mildred knew. This series is arranged chronologically. 
The Miscellaneous series contains an advertisement for King Salomon’s Store in Havana, Cuba 
and a list of names, most likely from either Elnora’s or Mildred’s class. 
Folder List:  
Correspondence 
f. 1 1915 – 1974 
  
Personal Papers 
v. 1 Nis Hansen Skourup’s Financial Ledger  
v. 2 A Financial Ledger, most likely belonging to Nis Hansen  
v. 3 Elnora’s High School Graduation Book (1915) 
f. 2 Loose papers from v. 3 
v. 4 Elnora’s memory book from college (1918-1919) 
f. 3 Loose papers from v. 4 
v. 5 Elnora’s notebook and memory book from college (1917-1919) 
v. 6 Elnora’s College Graduation Book (1919) 
f. 4 Loose pages from v. 6 
v. 7 Mildred’s Memory Book (1926) 
v. 8 Elnora’s Journal (1926-8) 




v. 9 Elnora’s dictionary 
f. 5 Loose pages from v. 8 
f. 6 Elnora’s Class Reunion (1974) 
 
World War I 
f. 7 A list of students from S.M.T.N. who are enlisted in the armed forces 
 Application for the draft 
 Military Songs 
 Advertisements and propaganda pieces 
f. 8 A banner encouraging men to sign up for the draft 
 
Magazines 
f. 9 Fragments of articles from magazines (1916-1918; undated) 
 
Publications 
f. 10 Purple and White. 1915. 
 The Manualite: Senior Number. 1916. 
 The President’s Flag Day Address: With Evidence of Germany’s Plans. 1917. 
 Catalogue of the Oswego High School. 1923. 
f. 11 Oswego High School Memories. 1926. 
 New York Illustrated. 1932. 
 The Alumnian. 1943. 
 The Alumnian. 1944. 
 Undated Publications 
 
Programs 
f. 12 1925 – 1974 
 
Photographs 
f. 13 1930; undated 
 
Clippings 
f. 14 1917 – 1918 
f. 15 1919 – 1985; undated 
 
Miscellaneous 
f. 16 Advertisement for King Salomon’s Store in Havana, Cuba 
 A list of names 
 
Oversized 
Mildred’s Memory Book 
 
